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G^ll  ri' 


aS  h*>he  Sieb  nom  führten  UnternelmtungSgeift  ber  Nmerifaner  ift  fdwn 
fo  oft  gefunden  tnorben,  baß  fid)  baburd)  bie  33egriffS0ertnechfelung 
gebilbet  hat,  als  ob  ade  großen  amerifanifchen  Unternehmungen  einzig 
allein  bem  englifchen  33eftanbtf>eil  ber  Nation  zugute  gefdjrieben  tnerben 
müßten,  als  ob  Nnglo=Nmerifa^iSmuS  unb  Unternet)mungSgeift  ibentifd)  feien.  $)aß 
baS  ein  3rrtl)um  ift,  hat  man  fehon  vielfach  nachgetniefen,  allein  bie  einmal  nor= 
gefaxte  Meinung  toieberholte  fich  immer  auf’s  Neue,  bis  fie  zuleßt  allgemeine 
Aufnahme  gefunben  hat.  B^ar  gefteb>t  man  ben  SDeutfcb=Nmerifanern,  nach 

gelieferten  grünblichen  33etneifen,  eS  tnohl  bann  unb  inann  zu,  baß  fie  hoch  ben 

bebeutenbften  ©eift  zu  ben  meiften  ber  großartigen  Unternehmungen  geliefert  haben, 
baß  fie  bie  beften  Qngenieure,  bie  nnffenfcßaftlich  befäßigtften  Männer  geftellt  haben, 
allein  bie  feden  ©ager,  bie  ben  nötigen  finanziellen  nervus  rerum,  baS  ©elb, 
geliefert  hätten,  baS  feien  hoch  Nnglo^lmerifaner  getnefen.  —  Man  fönnte  fich 
freilich  tnohl  batnit  begnügen,  baß  man  uns  ben  9tuf  läßt,  ber  ©eift  beS  amerifa= 
nifcßen  NotfeS  zu  fein,  too  man  für  unfere  anglo=amerifanifd;en  Nachbarn  nur  baS 
Materielle  beanfßrucht,  baß  man  unS  bie  9t  ö  b  l  i  n  g  ’  S  unb  §  a  ß  l  e  r  ’  § ,  bie 

©  in b e  le  ’  S  unb  gin f  ’  S,  bie  © utr  o  ’  S  unb  ©  d)  m  ibt  ’  S,  mit  einem  ©orte 

bie  größten  Sngenieure  unb  leitenben  ©eifter  ber  bebeutenbften  Unternehmungen  beS 
SanbeS  jugefteht  unb  für  fich  bloß  ben  ©elbfad  beanfßrud;t,  ber  biefe  ©eifter  in  ben 
©tanb  feßte,  ihre  großartigen  $täne  in  Ausführung  zu  bringen,  baS  tnäre  an  unb 
für  fich  fd)on  @hre  genug,  allein  Vt>ir  haben  auch  33eifßiele  beS  tühnen  Unternehmung^ 
geifteS  unferer  SanbSleute  in  Amerifa,  bie  eS  laut  nerfünben,  baß  ber  SDeutfcf)' 
Amerifaner,  fofern  er  bie  nötigen  Mittel  befißt,  ben  englifd;en  Nachbarn  aud;  in 
biefer  Beziehung  teineStnegS  nachfteht.  Man  benfe  nur  an  A»ft  o  r  ’  §  großartigem 
^Pelzhanbel,  an  ©  ch  u  l  ß  ’  tede  Unternehmungen  in  ©eorgia  unb  ©üb  Carolina,  unb 
in  ber  allerneueften  $eit  an  ben  tühnen  35  i  1 1  a  r  b  (eigentlich  §  i  l  g  a  r  b ,  einem 
geborenen  ©ßeierer),  beffen  Meiftergeift  bie  unter  anglo^amerifanifcher  Leitung  ge= 
fcheiterte  „Northern  pacific  ^Babn"  in  räthfelhaft  furzer  geit  zu  nollenben  tnußte,  unb 
man  tnirb  zu  ber  Uebezeugung  gelangen,  baß  bie  gebaute  aburtheilenbe  Meinung  über 
bie  2)eutfch:Amerifaner  eine  ungegrünbete  ift.  Aud;  biefe  ©fizze  foil  —  neben  ben 
nieten  bereits  in  früheren  SahUJängen  fces  ^ionierS"  mitgetheilten  Nachrichten  — 
ein  ^Beitrag  fein,  z u  bereifen,  baß  beutfdjer  UnternehmungSgeift,  fofern  ißm  bie 
nötßigen  Mittel  zur  Verfügung  fteßen,  feineStnegS  hinter  bem  ber  Anglo^Amerifaner 
Zurüdbleibt,  gehört  hoch  ber  Mann;  beffen  Seben  in  biefen  feilen  gefchilbert  toirb,  in 
ber  9teihe  berjenigen  genannt,  bie  als  bie  ßrften  in  biefem  Sanbe  gelten,  inenn  fühner 
UnternehmungSgeift  in  §rage  tommt. 

An  ber  £anbftraße,  bie  non  Sanbau  über  ©eißenburg,  ©ulz  unb  §agenau  nach 
©traßburg  führt,  liegt,  ettna  brei  englifdje  Meilen  fübtneftlid)  non  ©ulz,  am  ©ber= 
bad),  baS  $)örflein  ©urburg,  im  Nieberelfaß.  §ier  tnurbe  am  31.  Dftober  1808  ber 
©egenftanb  unferer  biografischen  ©fizze  geboren.  @r  tnar  ber  ©oßn  beS  bortigen 
SöädermeifterS  ©roß,  unb  erlernte  im  näterüd;en  §aufe  biefeS  ^janblnerf,  bis  er  in 
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feinem  achtzehnten  3ahre  nach  ©traßburg  fam,  um  bafelbft  bie  ^ßaftetenbäderei  unb 
^onbitorei  zu  erlernen.  £)ort  regte  fid)  bei  ißm  ber  ©ebanfe  zur  2luStoanberung  nach 
2lmerifa,  unb  fo  Oerließ  er  benn  im  Sommer  1827  Strasburg,  urn  zuerft  Oon  ben 
©Item  2lbfcf)ieb  zu  nehmen  unb  bann  über  $ariS  unb  §aOre  ber  neuen  Sßelt  entgegen  * 

Zu  gelten,  ©roß  lanbete,  nad)  einer  Seereife  Oon  fündig  Sagen,  ©nbe  Sezember  1827 
im  §afen  Oon  9teto  2)orf.  ©r  ging  oon  bort  jebod)  halb  nad)  feiner  2lnfunft  nad; 
^hilabefylna,  too  er  fofort  als  23ädergefelle  23efchäftigung  fanb  unb  ettoaS  über  ein  fc 

3aßr  Oertoeilte.  Sann  aber  trieb  eS  ib>n  jenfeitS  ber  23erge,  nad)  bem  Söeften  hin, 
non  tooher  mächtig  ber  9tuf  erfdjtoll,  baß  l)ier  ba§  toaßre  ©Iborabo  2lmerifa’S  fei,  too 
ber  ©rtoerb  Oon  9ieid)tt)ümern  über  ^Tiad^t  gemäße.  3m  Sommer  1829  in  ©im 
cinnati  angefommen,  erhielt  er  fofort  in  einer  23äderei  eine  2lnftellung,  bie  er  inbeffen 
nicht  lange  fefthielt,  benn  bereite  im  näd;ften  grühjal)?  begann  er  ein  eigenes  23äder= 
gefchäft  an  ber  ©de  ber  Sycamore  Strafe  unb  bem  öffentlichen  SanbungSßlaße. 

Später  Oerlegte  er  fein  ©efchäftSlofal  nad)  ber  6.  Straße,  ztoifcf)en  ^plum  Strafe 
unb  ber  Heftern  9toto,  am  fog.  „giß  9)carft",  toofelbft  er  feßr  erfolgreich  toar. 

9tachbem  er  baS  ©efd)äft  bis  zum  3^hre  1835  erfolgreich  fortgefeßt  hatte,  übernahm 
er,  ooller  UnternehmungSgeift  toie  er  toar,  zu  gleicher  3eit  bie  bamalS  toohlbefannte 
Söirthfchaft  “Exchange  Coffee  House”  an  ber  9Jlainftraße,  9?o.  194,  ztoifdjen  ber 
5.  unb  6.  Strafe.  Sturze  Seit  barauf  Oerfaufte  er  feine  23äderei  unb  betrieb  bann 
bie  Sßirthfchaft  bis  zum  gafne  1837  Leiter,  in  toelchcm  3^hre  er  als  Sheilhaber  in 
baS  ©llentoaaren=©efchäft  beS  befanntcn  Kaufmannes  21.  23.  9t  o  h  m  a  n  n,  197  9Jtain 
Strafe,  eintrat.  1838  tourbe  baS  ©efchäft,  lt>elche§  baS  blühenbfte  feiner  2lrt  in 
Cincinnati  geworben  toar,  nach  175  9Jtain  Strafe  Oerlegt,  toofelbft  9tohmann  unb  *■ 

©roß  einen  für  bie  bamalige  Seit  höchft  eleganten  Kauflaben  eingerichtet  hatten. 

SBenige  gaßre  fßäter  (Oor  1843)  übernahm  ©roß  baS  ©efchäft  auf  eigene  9ted;nung 
unb  führte  eS  noCh  einige  gaßre  fort,  bis  1845  er  eS  an  feinen  23ruber  9Jtartin 
'  ©  r  o  ß  unb  feinen  Schtoager  3-  9t.  ©  t  ö  d  l  e  abtrat,  bie  eS  unter  bem  Flamen 
„©roß  &  Stödle"  fortfeßten. 

3ur  genannten  Seit  toar  Cincinnati  längft  bie  berühmte  ^porfftabt  getoorben, 
tooOon  eS  ben  23einamen  “Porkopolis”  erhielt.  £>ier  mehr  als  bamalS  in  irgenb  einer 
anbern  Stabt  ber  28clt  tourbe  bie  SChtoeinefChlächterei  im  ©roßen  betrieben.  ©3  ift 
beSßalb  auch  ganz  natürlich,  baß  alle  mit  ber  Schtoeineßöfelei  Oertoanbten  ober  baoon 
abhängenben  ©efchäfte  fich  h^r  ebenfalls  rafch  unb  auSgebelmt  enttoidelten.  23efom 
berS  toar  baS  in  23e§ug  auf  bie  gabrifation  Oon  Schmatzöl,  Seife  unb  Sichter  ber 
gall.  Schon  um  bie  9)titte  ber  breißiger  gah^e  hatten  fich  einzelne  unternehmenbe 
Seute,  obtoohl  fie  faft  ohne  jegliche  gaddenntniß  arbeiteten,  mit  Seifenfieberei  große 
23ermögen  ertoorben.  SaS  reifte  zum  fachgemäßen  23etrieb  berartiger  ©efchäfte  an, 
unb  halb  finben  toir  auch  tüchtige  ©hemifer  hier,  ioelchc  bie  Seifenfabrifation  unb  bie 
SiChter^ieherei  in  Cincinnati  berart  hoben,  baß  biefe  Stabt  bis  auf  ben  heutigen  £ag 
noch  ben  9tuf,  bie  erftc  auf  biefem  ©ebiete  -pt  fein,  behauptet  hat.  So  hatte  ber  $ater  * 

be§  Oerftorbenen  gran^  36.  Sßiebemer  hier  1836  eine  £ichtcr$icl>erei  etablirt, 
bie  beim  £obe  be^  2Sater§  in  bie  §änbc  feinet  Sohne§  g.  ff.  2ßiebemer  überging. 

®er  ältere  ^Siebenter  hatte  ba§  ©efchäft  ohne  alles  Kapital  begonnen,  unb  bem 
Sohne  mangelte  eS  gleid;fallS  an  bem  nötigen  ©elbe,  toeShalb  er  fich  mit  bem  ihm 
befreunbeten  unb  toofdhabenben  2lnbreaS  ©roß  bezüglich  ber  gortfeßung,  refp.  ©r= 
toeiterung  beS  ©efd;äfteS  befßrad).  ©roß,  ber  ein  febr  unternehmenber  ^oßf  toar, 
unb  bem  baS  einfache  SvaufmannSgefdiäft  nicht  genügte,  ba  nidü  hinreid)enb  2luf* 


regung  barin  toar,  ging  auf  bcn  SSorfchlag  beS  jungen  Üöiebemer  ein,  mit  ifyrn  eine 
^eil^aberfrf>aft  abzufd;ließen  unb  bann  mit  ber  Sid;terzieherei,  eine  (Seifenfieberei 
unb  ©chmalzölfnbrtf  im  ©roßen  zu  berbinben.  ©ie  ^ogen  ben  im  Stufe  eines  tüchtigen 
ChctniferS  fte^enben  $  h  i  I  i  ß  ß  g.  Sange  fyin^u,  unb  nun  tourben  ©eife,  Siebter 
unb  anbere  Chemifalien  auf  auSgebelmter  SSeife  fabrizirt,  toaS  ©roß  jeboef)  nicht 
abhielt,  in  feinem  Cllentoaaren=©efd)äftr  bis  1845  mit  attem  Cifer  fortzutoirfen. 
Slußerbem  traten  nod)  ber  in  Cincinnati  bamalS  ioohlbefannte  ^aßitän  3.  §. 
©gröber,  ein  ehemaliger  ^Bremer  Kaufmann,  unb  Clemens  £)  i  e  t  r  i  d; , 
ein  alter  33efannter  ©roß’,  l>er  ebenfalls  urfßrünglid;  33äder  tbar,  als  SBerfführer 
in  33  e  l  f  e  r  ’  S  33äderei  an  ber  5.  ©traße  gebient  hatte,  feit  1836  aber  eine  SSirtlp 
fchaft,  zuerft  an  ber  5.,  ^irtfehen  Stace  unb  Clm  ©tragen,  unb  bann  an  ber  ©de  bon 
©ßcamore  unb  Columbia  ©tragen  (hier  baS  “Columbus  House”),  betrieben  hatte, 
in  bie  Xheilhaberfchaft  mit  ein.  $aßt.  ©darüber  tbar  bon  §aufe  auS  reich  unb  Dietrich 
hatte  fid)  burch  glüdliche  Unternehmungen  zu  einigem  Söoßlftanb  emßorgefchtbungen, 
borzüglid;  burch  ben  Slnfauf  beS  ©runbftüdeS  an  Columbia  unb  ©ßcamore  ©tragen, 
ioelcheS  er  bon  ber  “Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company”  erftanb. 

3)ie  fo  gebilbete  girma  taufte  nun  ein  großes  ©runbftüd  an  ber  SBeftern  Stoib 
(ber  jeßigen  Central  Slbenue),  nörblid;  bon  ber  Sibertß  ©traße,  alfo  außerhalb  ber 
bamaligen  ©tabtgrenze,  toeil  innerhalb  ber  ©tabt  berartige  gabrif’en  burch  eine 
Drbinanz  berboten  toaren.  §ier  errid;teten  fie  zu  ihrer  gabrif  ziemlich  umfangreiche 
©ebäulichfeiten,  bie  fßäter  burch  ©roß  unb  Dietrich  noch  fobeutenb  erweitert  tourben. 
2)ie  girma  tbar  eine  ber  erften,  toelche  bie  zur  £eit  foeben  in  Aufnahme  gelangenben 
©tearinferzen  in  ben  bereinigten  ©taaten  fabri§irte,  tbeld;e  gabrifation  Sange,  ber 
toie  gefagt  f>raftifcf>er  ©hemifer  tbar,  h^r  Zuerf*  einführte.  —  ®ie  &heMha&erf$aft 
Zibifcßen  ben  fünf  Unternehmern  hatte  jeboch  feinen  langen  beftanb,  inbem  bie  ©f)a= 
rattere  nicht  §u  einanber  bauten.  3uerft  traten  ^Siebenter  unb  $aßt.  ©grober  auS, 
unb  ber  erftere  begrünbete  mit  $  a  r  l  SB  0  l  f  f  eine  neue  gabrif  im  £>eercreefthale. 
2)ann  berließ  aud;  Sange  baS  ©efd;äft,  inbem  er  beabfichtigte,  in  ber  bähe  bon  Car= 
tßage  ein  Ctabliffement  für  gabrifation  bon  Simburger  $äfe  in’S  Seben  zu  rufen, 
baS  jebod;  nie  red;t  zu  ©tanbe  gefommen  ift.  ©0  blieben  benn  ©roß  unb  SHetrid;  im 
alleinigen  S3efiß  beS  ©efcßäftS. 

2)ie  ©eifern,  Sid>ter=  unb  ©dpnalzöhgabrif  bon  ©rof  &  SD i e t r i d;  tbar 
halb  eine  ber  erfolgreichen  unb  bie  girma  galt  rafch  als  eine  ber  unternehmenbften 
ber  ©tabt.  Sille  ibiber  fie  anbraufenben  Unfälle  tonnten  gegen  bie  tlmtfräftigen  Seute 
nid;tS  auSridhten.  dreimal  brannte  ihre  auSgebehnte  gabrif  nieber  unb  einmal 
tburbe  fie  burch  ben  93ruch  beS  Kanals  total  überfluthct,  allein  jebeSmal  erhob  fie 
fid;,  tbie  ein  ^hbni£  aus  ber  Slfd;e,  fchöner  unb  größer  als  borher.  $urz  ber  Stame 
„©roß  &  Dietrich"  gehörte  zu  ben  bebeutenbften  ber  ©efchäftSunternehmer  beS  ganzen 
SBeftenS.  3hr  Stuf  tour  ein  borgiiglicher  unb  ihr  Strebit  ein  unbegrenzter,  unb  treu 
bem  beutfehen  Charafter  mißbrauchten  fie  biefen  guten  Htuf  niemals. 

®urd;  ihre  33erbinbungen  mit  ber  “Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company”,  toobon 
©roß.  unb  ®ietrid;  feßr  bebeutenbe  Slftionäre  toaren,  —  .Sperr  ©ietrid;  aber  ein  SJtih 
glieb  beS  ®ireftoriumS  unb  33ice=^räfibent  ber  33anf,  gerietb  bie  girma  in  größer= 
Unternehmungen.  3hr^  beträchtlichen  dteid;tl>ümer  beribanbten  fie  zu  großem  Sanbe 
ertoerb  in  ber  Stäße  bon  Cincinnati,  bon  tbeld;em  fie  bann  toieber  bei  Verläufen  reichen 
©etbinn  erzielten.  —  damals  (1850)  hatte  Cincinnati  noch  feine  feiner  eleganten 
33orftäbte,  fafhionable  SSillen,  too  bie  bornehme  SBelt  refibirte,  tbie  Clifton,  Slbonbale, 


Varttoell,  Söpoming  ic.  Vur  bas  feitbem  ganz  in  bie  ©tabt  eingetoacpfene  sIRt.  2luburn 
fonnte  ale  ber  Vefibenzort  ber  Slriftofratie  gelten,  unb  beffen  Umfang  Wax  fepr  be^ 
fct>ränft.  C§  tear  bemgemäjs  ba3  Sebürfnifj  öorpanben,  eine  berartige  Villenftabt  in 
ber  Väpe  bon  Cincinnati  zu  begrünben,  toopin  fiel)  bie  reifen  ©efcpäfteleute  nacp  be§ 
%age§  -Uftipen  au3  bem  ©taub,  Vaucp  unb  $)unft  ber  ©tabt  zurüdziepen  unb  in 
länblidper  ©title  ber  5Hut>e  pflegen  tonnten. 

£)amal3  ftmrbe  bie  „Cincinnati,  Hamilton  unb  £>apton"  Cifenbhpn  unter  ber 
tüchtigen  Leitung  be§  §errn  ©  t  e  p  p  e  n  ©.  £’§ommebieu  gebaut,  Oorzüglicp 
bon  ben  Cincinnati  ©efcpäft^leuten,  unb  bie  Verren  ©rofj  unb  2)ietricp  gehörten 
and)  pier  toieber  zu  ben  bebeutenbften  Slftionären  berfelben.  3n  Verbinbung  mit  bem 
Sau  biefer  Sapn  ümrbe  bann  aucp  im  galore  1851  bie  Siüenftabt  „©lenbale"  pro= 
jeftirt.  £)reifjig  ber  reiepften  ©efcpäft^leute  Cincinnati’^  tauften  in  bem  genannten 
3apre  bon  Cbmunb  9t.  ©  l  e  n  n  unb  Slnberen,  an  bem  SSege  ber  Sapn,  ettoa 
breizepn  englifcpe  teilen  bon  Cincinnati,  einen  $omple£  bon  665  2lder  Sanb,  auf  bem 
fie  eine  ©tabt  au^legten,  toelcper  fie  ben  obigen  tarnen  gaben.  £)ie  breiig  Slftionäre, 
Zu  benen  ©rofj  unb  5Dietrid>  (zäplten  bie  ein  drittel  be3  Jtapitate  geftellt  fatten),  liefen 
mit  großem  ^oftenauftoanb  pracptbolle  ©tragen  unb  Stege  anlegen,  fämmtlicp  in 
^rei3=  unb  ©cplangenform  unb  teilten  ben  ©runb  in  Stepnplätzen  ein,  bon  je  einem 
bi3  zwanzig  Sldern,  toäplten  bie  eigenen  für  fiep  unb  bertauften  bann  bie  übrigen, 
unter  ber  Sebingung,  baf$  bie  Käufer  toirtlicpe  Sefibenten  toerben  mußten,  ipr  Plätze 
nacp  einem  getroffenen  ^ßlane  t>erridt>ten  laffen  unb  nur  für  ^ritoattoopnungen  beftimmte 
§äufer  au§  ©tein,  ©ranit  ober  3^9^  darauf  errrieptet  iberben  feilten.  C3  ioar  bon 
ben  urfprünglicpen  Cigentpümern  beftimmt,  bafj  alle  Cinnapmen,  bie  fie  über  ben 
^oftenpreiä  erzielen  toürben,  zum  3toede  ber  Verrichtung  ber  öffentlichen  ©tragen  unb 
Stege,  Vartanlagen  unb  einen  fünftlicpen  ©ee  ic.  bertoenben  iuolltcn.  Cin  pübfcper  ©ee 
ftmrbe  fofort  pergeftellt,  mehrere  perrlicpe  ^arf§  angelegt,  unb  $ribatunternepmung§= 
geift  tpat  ba§  Uebrige,  fo  bafj  ^ier  halb  eine  ber  fünften  Sillenftäbte  be3  £anbe$  fid) 
erhob.  $)ie  mit  prächtigen  Safen  unb  33äumen  unb  Slumenanlagen  bepflanzten 
Stepnplätje,  burep  toelcpe  fich  bie  in  leichten  Würben  geftmnbenen  ©tragen  Riehen,  ge= 
toäpren  einen  malerifcpen  Snblid,  toenn  man  burep  „©lenbale"  bahinfährt.  Stelcpen 
2öeg  auch  ber  grembe  nehmen  mag,  e§  überfommt  ihn  ftet£  ber  ©ebante,  bafj  er  fich 
geirrt  haben  möge,  unb  toeld;er  Snblid  ihn  trifft,  e§  ift  ficher,  baf$  er  ihn  überrafcht. 
C§  bringt  ihn  in  eigentümliche  Verlegenheit,  toenn  er  umfonft  nach  ben  Vamen  ber 
©tragen  ober  Slbenuen  fich  erfunbigt,  bie  toeber  Stegtoeifer  noch  fonftige  2lnpalt§= 
puntte  paben,  toelcpe  man  um  Susfunft  befragen  tonnte.  $)ie  Setoopner  bon 
„©lenbale"  haben  folcpe3  niept  nötpig,  unb  bie  berfcplungenen  Stege  finb  ihnen  burd) 
taufenberlei  ©igentpümlicpfeiten  befannt,  bie  auch  bem  öfteren  Sefucper  niept  feptoer 
Zu  enträtpfeln  fallen.  £änblid)e  Seize,  burep  Satur  unb  $unft  pergeftellt,  befipt 
„©lenbale"  getoifj  für  einen  3eben,  ber  ba3  ©täbtepen  befuept,  9teize,  bie  faum  burep 
bie  prächtige  Villenftabt  „Clifton",  ber  fepönften  iprer  2lrt  in  ber  neuen  2£elt,  über= 
troffen  Serben. 

©rofz  unb  ^ietricp  zählten  zu  ben  Crften,  bie  fiep  in  „©lenbale"  elegante  Vefi- 
benzen  bauten  unb  pier  toopnlicp  nieberlie^en.  ©ie  übten  auf  bie  ©eftaltung  bc§ 
©täbtepen^  in  feiner  perrlid;en  Cnttnidelung  großen  Cinfluf^  au§  unb  zählten  zu  ben 
angefepenften  ber  Sürger  beffelben.  Seibe  paben  in  ben  fünfziger  fahren  ba^  3lmt 
eine§  Sürgermeifter^  be§  Drteg  befleibet,  iuie  fie  auep  1855  zu  ben  Sntorporatoren 
beffelben  gepören.  2luperbem  legten  fie,  ba  fie  bie  bebeutenbften  Sefitzer  be£  bei  ber 
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erften  Anlage  niept  bertbertpeten  ©runbeg  tbaren,  im  grüpjapr  1855  eine  fogenannte 
„2lbbition"  beg  ©täbtcpeng  aug,  bie  noep  im  felbert  gapre  ber  Korporation  eintoerleibt 
tburbe.  gn  ktefer  2lbbition  fcpenften  fie  für  bie  bortige  fatpolifcpe  Kircpe  ein  grofieg 
V  ©runbftücf  unb  trugen  tbopl  bag  ^Keifte  gum  Sau  berfelben  bei. 

SJittlertbeile  tbar  bie  „(Cincinnati,  Hamilton  unb  $)apton  (Cifenbapn"  bollenbet 
unb  mit  großen  geftibitäten  eröffnet  tborben  (1852).  SDer  le|te  Stiegel  tbar  inbeffen 
'  faum  gelegt,  alg  auep  ber  energifcpe  Ingenieur,  ber  bie  Sapn  gebaut  f>atte,  §err 
Robert  ©poemafer  (ein  9tacpfomme  ber  ^fälger  Kolonie  im  9Jiopatbf5 
tpale,  9£etb  2)orf,  geboren  in  bem  Dertcpen  „©erman  glatg"  bafelbft),  bereite  ben 
Pan  in  Sorfcplag  braute,  eine  gortfehung  ber  Sapn  big  nacp  Detroit  gu  bauen. 
$)ie  ©acpe  ging  freilich)  niept  fo  rafcp,  unb  ©poemafer  baute  für  (Cincinnatier  Kapita= 
liften  unterbeffen  bie  „Kentucfp  (Centrah(Cifenbapn"  bon  (Cobington  big  Se^ington, 
tbelcpe  1854  bollenbet  tbarb.  ®ann  toanbte  er  fiep  tbieber  nacp  Dpio,  unb  organic 
firte  bie  „$)apton  unb  TOcpigan  (Cifenbapn=©efellfcpaft",  um  bie  bereitg  früher  pro^ 
jeftirte  Sapn  bon  $)apton  nacp  ^olebo  gu  bauen.  3U  ben  bebeutenbften  Unterftüpern, 
refp.  Slftionären  .biefeg  Unternepmeng  gäplten  ©rofg  unb  Süetricp.  (Sin  Heiner  Xpeil 
ber  ©rabirung  beg  Sapn=Setteg  tburbe  auep  getpan,  allein  halb  ftellten  fiep  §inber= 
niffe  in  ben  28eg,  unb  bie  Arbeit  mufgte  fufpenbirt  Serben,  tbeil  bie  ©efellfcpaft  niept 
im  ©tanbe  tbar,  ipre  Slnleipen  in  ben  9Jiar!t  gu  bringen  unb  fie  tburbe  banferott. 
T)a  übernapmen  ©rofi  unb  $)ietricp  ben  Sau  ber  Sapn,  braepten  bag  Material 
unb  Skgerecpt  ber  falliten  ©efellfcpaft  fäufliep  an  fiep,  ftellten  ©poemafer  alg  ipren 
gngenieur  an  unb  bollenbeten  bie  Sapn  auf  ipre  eigene  Sftecpnung,  eine  ©treefe  bon 
142  engl,  teilen,  mit  einem  KoftenaufVoanb  bon  gtbei  big  brei  Millionen  $)ollarg. 
®ag  tbar  ein  Unternepmen,  tbie  eg  big  bapin  noep  nie  bon  gnbibibuen  unternommen 
tborben  tbar,  unb  bag  big  peute,  alg  Söageftticf  einer  einigen  girma,  bielleicpt  noep 
feineg  ©leiepen  niept  fennt.  S$ag  eine  aug  Kapitaliften  beftepenbe  ©efellfcpaft  niept 
patte  fertig  fönnen,  bie  beiben  unternepmenben  £>eutfcpen,  bie  alg  arme  Säcfergefellen 
faum  fünfunbgtbangig  gapre  gubor  nacp  Slmerifa  gefommen  tbaren,  braepten  eg  gu 
©tanbe,  tbenn  auep  mit  bem  foloffalen  2luftbanb  aller  iprer  Kräfte.  —  SDer  9iuf  bon 
©rofg  unb  SDietricp  tbar  burep  bie  gertigftellung  biefeg  ilnternepmeng  ein  lanbeg= 
funbiger  getborben,  unb  erpielten  fie  bon  allen  ©eiten  anerfennenbe  ©ratulationen. 
Sei  ber  (Cröffnunggfeftlicpfeit  (1857)  tbaren  fie  bie  gefeiertften  Männer  beg  ganzen 
©taateg  Dpio.  Sei  jener  geier  pielt  ber  jetzige  ©upremeriepter  ber  Sereinigten 
©taaten,  ©tanlep  9Jlatpetbg,  bie  geftrebe,  unb  eg  tbirb  gefagt,  bafe  ©rojg  gur 
3eit  über  bag  bollbracpte  gewaltige  2öageftücf  fo  ergriffen  tbar,  bafi  er  pelle  £pränen 
r  tbeinte. 

„©lücf  unb  ©lag,  tbie  halb  briept  bag!"  peijgt  eg  im  ©prieptbort,  unb  fo  ging 
eg  auep  pier,  ©rofg  unb  3)ietricp  tbaren  mit  ber  Sollenbung  ber  Sapn  auf  ben  ^enitp 
,  iprer  ©röfje  geftiegen.  gpr  9tuf  tbar  über  bag  gange  £anb  gebrungen,  ipr.  Krebit 
fepien  unbegrenzt  unb  ipr  9tupm  bauerpafter  alg  ©ranit  zu  fein.  $Da  braep  eine  Kata= 
ftroppe  perein,  tbelcpe  bag  SSirfen  ipreg  gangen  Sebeng  mit  einem  ©cplage  gertrüm= 
merte  unb  fie  tbieber  bortpin  gurücf  tbarf,  tbo  fie  bor  gapren  geftanben  tbaren. 

(Cg  ift  bereitg  gefagt  tborben,  bafj  ©rofi  unb  ©ietriep  gu  ben  £aupT2lftionären 
ber  “Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company”  gepörten.  biefeg  gnftitut,  feiner  $eit  bag 
bebeutenbfte  SanTCCtabliffement  ber  Sereinigten  ©taaten,  galt  in  ben  biergiger  unb 
fünfziger  gapren  alg  bag  erprobtefte  unb  fieperfte  berartige  ©efepäft  beg  Sanbeg.  (Cg 
tbar  bag  eingige  Sanfinftitut,  tbel(peg  bie  Krifig  beg  gapreg  1841  überlebte  unb  bag  in 
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ben  «Stürmen  toon  1845  unb  1851  feft  inte  eine  Litauer  bageftanben  batte.  ©aburcß 
inaren  bte  Aftionäre  füßn  geworben  unb  fie  begrünbeten  eine  ^toeigbanf  in  ber  Stabt 
9?eft>  2)orf,  bie  halb  barauf,  toag  großartige  Unternehmungen  anbetraf,  bag  9)tutter= 
hang  in  (Cincinnati  loeit  in  ben  Schatten  ftellte.  ©ie  2Sagniffe  beg  Aeib  porter 
§aufeg  toaren,  in  ber  ©hat,  riefig.  ©er  bortige  Agent  fcßien  ber  getüiegtefte  ©e= 
fctmftgmann  feiner  Art  im  Sanbe  511  fein  unb  man  feßte  unbebingteg  Vertrauen  in 
ihn.  ^eine  Cifenbaßn  beg  Sanbeg  fonnte  gebaut,  fein  großartigeg  Aftienunternebmen 
getrieben  toerben,  ohne  bie  Unterftüßung  ber  “Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company”  zu 
befißen.  9tun  fcheint  eg  aber,  baß  ber  sAeft>  2)orfer  ©efcßäftgführer  Leiter  ging,  alg 
er  h^itte  tßun  fotten.  Cg  fteüten  fich  9feberfen  ein.  ©er  Agent  toußte  fic  fünftlicß 
Zu  berbecfen.  ©ann  famen  (Gerüchte  über  feblgefddagene  Sßefulationen.  CDtan  er= 
Zählte  fich  hon  Serluften  an  gesagten  Aftienunternehmungen,  bie  nach  §unberttaufen= 
ben  gerechnet  nmrben.  ©ie  Cincinnatier  Aftionäre,  in  ber  Meinung,  baß  eg  nur 
temporäre  Scßtuierigfeiten  feien,  becften  fie.  ©ie  Serlufte  mehrten  ficß.  Abermaliges 
©ecfen  berfelben  nach  großer  ^raftanftrengung,  inoju  bie  ©ireftoren  unb  Aftionäre 
©elbaufnaßmen  machen  mußten,  ©er  9fetb  s7)orfer  ©efcßäftgführer  tbußte  fie  eben 
Zu  täufcßen.  (Cr  hoffte  bielleicht,  baß  feine  Sßefulationen,  bie  mittlertbeile  bergab 
gingen,  fich  toenben  toürben.  Alg  bag  nicht  gefchah,  f’arn  im  §erbfte  1857  ber  $rach. 
©ag  9teü>  2)orfer  §aue  riß  bag  Cincinnatier  ^ftutterhaug  bollftänbig  mit  fich  in  ben 
Strubel.  Seibe  toaren  vernichtet,  ©ie  SSerlufte  beliefen  fich  auf  Millionen. 

©roß  unb  ©ietricß,  bie  ißr  Alleg  auf  bie  Sanf  gebaut  unb  ihre  Salm  zur  Auf= 
rect>thaltung  berfelben  berßfänbet  batten,  tourben  bon  bem  $racf)  bollftänbig  niebcr= 
gebrochen.  Sie  berfauften  ihre  großartige  gabrif  an  ©eorg  §atch,  bem  fßäteren 
9Jtaßor  bon  Cincinnati,  unb  gingen  nach  9fetb  2)orf,  um  bort  zu  retten  tbag  noch  511 
retten  toar.  Cg  toar  aber  leiber  nicht  bid  mehr  übrig.  Sie  mußten  ihre  ganzen 
auggebehnten  Sefißungen  beräußern,  um  ihre  Dbligationen  zu  becfen.  ©ie  „©aßton 
unb  Michigan  Sahn"  ging  in  bie  §änbe  einer  neuen  Saßngefellfchaft  über,  bie  fie 
fßäter  an  bie  „(Cincinnati,  Hamilton  unb  ©aßton  Saßn"  berßacßtete,  mit  ibelcßer  fie 
feitbem  berfcßmolzen  tourbe. 

Anbreag  ©roß  behielt  zibar  noch  einen  ^he^  feineg  Sermögeng,  toenn  auch  nur 
einen  fehr  geringen  ©heil  übrig.  (Cr  lohnte  noch  big  zum  §erbfte  1863  in  ©lenbale. 
Zog  bann  aber  mit  feiner  gamilie  nach  9?e)b  ?)°r^  er  fich  bereitg  feit  bem  Sanf= 
frach  zumeift  aufgehalten  hatte.  Aug  ben  ©rümmern  feineg  einft  riefigen  Aeichthumg 
hatte  er  noch  fobiel  gerettet,  baß  er  in  9fen>  2)orf,  refß.  Serfeß  Citß,  loieber  eine 
Seifern  unb  Sicßterfabrif  begrünben  fonnte,  bie  er  mit  ziemlichem  ©lücf  big  zu  feinem 
am  19.  Auguft  1882  erfolgten  ©obe  fortfeßte.  Sein  ©efchäftgtheilhaber  ©ietricß 
tnohnt  feitbem  in  Saltimore. 

©roß  War  feit  1833  mit  Seronifa  Stöcfle,  ber  ©ocßter  beg  ehemaligen 
©afttbirtßg  Stöcfle  aug  Dengbacß,  Amt  Achen,  Saben,  bermählt,  bie  mit  ihren  (Cltcrn 
1831  nach  Amerifa  gefommen  toar,  unb  bie  fich  bamalg  in  Cincinnati  nieberließen. 
Aug  ber  Che  finb  zelm  ^inber  herborgegangen,  bon  benen  noch  acht  am  Seben  finb, 
Zibei  Söhne  unb  fecßg  ©öchter :  Cugen  Anbreag  unb  $  a  r  l ,  lbeld>e  bie  gabrif 
beg  Saterg  in  ^erfeß  Citß  fortführen ;  3 0 f e ß h i u e,  ©attin  bon  g  r  a  n  z  ©arr 
in  9£eto  3)orf ;  Cmma,  ©attin  bom  3  a m e g  S  l e b  i n  in  9ielb  ?}orf ;  S 0 u i f  e , 
©attin  bon  C.  2ß.  C  r  0  ib  t  h  c  r  in  Cincinnati ;  grau  ©  a  b  i  b  sDi  a  b  a  n  ß  in 
9ieto  3)orf,  grau  S>.m.  A.  C on ibaß  in  sJfelb  3^ß/  unb  eine  ©ocbter  ift 
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Aonne  im  Softer  be3  fyl.  §er^en3  $u  Alban??,  A.  ?).  ©rofp  ©attin  ift  bereite  im 
3af?re  1852  geftorben. 

§aben  fair  in'Aorhergehenbem  ©rofp  ©efchäft^farriere  gefchilbert,  fo  .bleibt  un§ 
y  nur  nod?  übrig  mit^utbeilen,  melden  Antl?eil  berfelbe  an  bem  fokalen  Seben  genommen 
l?at.  Al3  ©rofj  in  Cincinnati  anfam,  fd?lof}  er  fid?  afe  Hatholif  fofort  ber  beutfd?en 
fatt)otifd?en  ©emeinbe  an,  beren  Pfarrer  ber  fyätere  Sifd?of  oon  Detroit,  Dr.  gr  i  eb  = 
i  rid)  Aeefe,  bantafö  mar.  AIS  einige  3at)re  barauf  bie  erfte  beutfd?e  fatl?olifd?e 
$ird)e  Cincinnati’^  begrünbet  mürbe,  marb  ©rofj  5um  ^irafibenten  be3  $Bermaltung§= 
ratt)3  ber  ©emeinbe  gemäht.  Al§  fold?er  mirfte  er  mehrere  3at)re  lang  mit  großem 
Cifer.  33efonber§  mürbe  feine  ^ätigfeit  burd?  ben  fyäteren  Söifcfyof  |enni  an= 
geregt,  al3  bicfer  Pfarrer  ber  ©emeinbe  mürbe.  ©rof$  genof$  §enni’3  Dollfteö  Aer= 
trauen,  unb  menn  letzterer  etmas  unternehmen  mollte,  fo  gehörte  ©roj}  51t  benen,  mornit 
er  bie  Angelegenheit  |um  Aorauö  beriet!;.  ©0  beim  3tt3lebenrufen  be£  beutfd?en 
fatf?olifd?en  2öaifenberein§,  §u  bcffen  erften  Aermaltern  ©rof?  fühlte  —  er  mar  fyätcr 
aud?  ^räfibent  be£  Aercin§  — ,  fo  bei  ber  23egrünbung'  be3  „2Öahrheit$freunbe3",  $u 
bcffen  eifrigften  Unterftütjer  ©rof$  gehörte,  u.  a.  m.  SDie  „St.  Cacilia  ©efellfchaft" 
(1839),  bie  „£)eutfd?c  1’atl?.  ©otte§ader=  unb  Armen!pfleger=©efeflfd?aft"  (1839),  ber 
„®eutfd?e  Sd?uO  unb  £efe=$erein"  (1842),  al£  fatholifd?e  ©efellfchaften,  unb  bie 
„$)eutfd?e  ©efellfcf)aft"  (1836),  bie  „Harmonie"  (1840),  unb  ber  „Allgemeine  beutfd?e 
&efe^  unb  33ilbung3=Aerein"  (1845)  w.,  meltlid?,  gä^lten  ©ro^u  einem  ihrer  eifrigften 
Atitbegrünber  unb  fpäteren  Unterftü|er.  2öo  überhaupt  in  Cincinnati  ein  beutfd)e§ 
Unternehmen  gefellfdf?aftlid;er  Art  auftauchte,  ba  mar  e3  aud?  ftd?er,  baf$  ©rof$  ?ju  ben 
^rojeltoren  unb  Xheilnehment  gehörte.  —  So  haben  mir  benn  in  Anbrea3  ©rof$  einen 
Aiattn,  beffen  Seben  in  jeber  Ziehung  einen  mäd?tigen  Aad?f?all  hmterlaffen  hat. 
Al3  energifcher  ©efd?äft3mann  hat  er  mohl  faum  feinet  ©leicben.  9Senn  man  heute 
auf  ber  @ifenbal?n  Don  £)a??ton  nad?  £olebo  fährt,  fo  follte  man  fid?  ja  ber  beiben 
Männer  erinnern,  melche  jene  SBahnftrecfe  au§  eigenen  Mitteln  erbauten  unb  nicht 
oergeffen,  baft  e§  beutfche  Männer  marcn,  bie  fo  rcd?t  ba$  3Bort  bemahrhciteten : 
„2ßillen§fraft,  Aßege  fcftafft!" 
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».n  the  turnpike  ( chausst )  which  leads  from  Landau  via  Weis- 
)  senburg,  Sulz  and  Hagenau  to  Strassburg,  about  three 
English  miles  south-west  of  Sulz,  is  situated,  on  the  Eber- 
bach,  the  cozy  little  village  of  Surburg,  in  Lower  Alsace- 
In  this  place  was  born  on  the  31st  of  October,  1808,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  Andrew  Gross.  He  was  the  son  of  the  baker- 
master  Gross,  and,  as  was  customary  in  Germany  at  that  time,  learned 
this  trade  in  the  shop  of  his  father.  In  his  eighteenth  year  he  came  to 
Strassburg,  with  the  intention  to  learn  pastry-baking  there,  and  to  acquire 
the  arts  of  a  confectioner.  While  in  Strassburg,  perceiving  the  strong  cur¬ 
rent  of  emigration  from  South-western  Germany,  which  passed  mostly 
through  that  city,  on  their  way  to  Havre,  he  began  to  be  imbued  with  the 
idea  of  emigrating  to  America  himself,  and  so  he  left  Strassburg  in  the 
summer  of  the  year  1827,  repairing  first  to  his  home,  to  bid  farewell  to  bis 
parents,  and  then  to  wander  on  foot,  through  France,  to  the  aforesaid  sea¬ 
port,  passing  the  city  of  Paris  on  his  way.  Embarking  in  Havre  on  board 
of  a  sailing  vessel  (steamships  were  not  yet  invented)  he  steered  for  the 
new  world,  landing,  after  a  voyage  of  fifty  days,  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  1827.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  re¬ 
paired  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  at  once  obtained  a  situation  as  a  journey¬ 
man  baker,  and  remained  there  a  little  over  a  year,  when  a  desire  to  visit 
the  West,  brought  about  by  the  news  spread  in  the  Eastern  cities,  that 
beyond  the  Alleghanies  was  the  real  El  Dorado ,  where  people  became 
rich  over  night,  led  him  to  Cincinnati.  Upon  his  arrival  here,  in  the 
summer  of  1829,  he  immediately  got  a  place  in  a  German  bake-shop,  which 
he,  however,  did  not  retain  very  long,  for  we  find  him  in  the  spring  of 
1830  in  his  own  business,  a  bakery,  which  he  opened  on  the  corner  of 
Sycamore  street  and  the  Public  Landing.  He  afterward  removed  his 
place  of  business  to  Sixth  street,  on  the  old  “Fly  Market,”  and  was  quite 
successful.  His  energetic  spirit  drove  him  (1835)  *n  another  branch,  for 
beside  the  retaining  of  his  bakery  and  confectionery,  he  purchased  the 
then  well-known  “Exchange  Coffee-House ,”  No.  194  Main  street,  between 
Fifth  and  Sixth  streets.  Shortly  thereafter  he  disposed  of  his  bakery, 
and  continued  in  the  saloon  business  until  the  year  1837,  when  he  acquired 
an  interest  in  the  dry-goods  establishment  of  the  well-known  merchant  A. 
B.  Rohmann,  197  Main  street.  In  1838  the  firm  of  Rohmann  &  Gross, 
which  had  become  one  of  the  most  flourishing  of  its  kind  in  Cincinnati, 
removed  their  business  to  175  Main  street,  where  they  fitted  out  a  truly 
palatial  store,  not  excelled  by  any  at  the  time  in  the  West.  A  few  years 
later  (1843)  Gross  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Rohmann  and  continued 
the  dry-goods  business  upon  his  own  account,  until  the  year  1845,  when 
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he  transferred  it  to  his  brother,  Martin  Gross,  and  his  brother-in-law. 
John  N.  Stceckle,  who  continued  it  under  the  firm-name  of  “Gross  & 
Stoeckle.” 

At  that  time  Cincinnati  had  long  become  the  far-famed  pork-city, 
from  which  it  derived  its  nick-name,  Porkopolis.  More  than  any  other 
city  of  the  world  Cincinnati  was  then  engaged  in  hog-slaughtering, 

^  and  it  is  but  natural  that  such  other  trades,  as  are  related  thereto,  flour¬ 
ished  here  in  a  like  degree.  Especially  was  this  the  case  with  the 
manufacture  of  lard-oil,  soap  and  candles.  Already  about  the  middle  of 
the  fourth  decennium  of  this  century,  several  enterprizing  people,  although 
unacquainted  with  the  chemical  knowledge  of  the  business,  had  amassed 
great  fortunes  by  soap-making,  which  stimulated  others  to  venture  in  the 
same  enterprise  in  a  scientific  manner.  It  did  not  last  long,  when  a  num¬ 
ber  of  educated  chemists  were  found  here,  who  earned  for  Cincinnati  the 
reputation  of  being  the  great  soap-making  centre  in  the  United  States, 
which  it  has  retained  until  this  day.  Thus  we  find  the  father  of  the  after- 
terward  well-known  F.  X.  Wiedemer  here,  establishing  as  early  as  1836 
a  candle  manufactory,  which  at  his  death  went  into  the  hands  of  his  son. 
The  elder  Wiedemer,  however,  worked  without  capital,  and  as  the  son 

*  likewise  did  not  possess  the  necessary  finances  to  make  it  a  success,  he 
consulted  with  Andrew  Gross,  who  already  had  become  wealthy,  about 
enlarging  the  business  and  prosecuting  it  with  proper  energy.  Gross, 

*  always  full  of  activity  and  enterprise,  whom  the  simple  commercial  pur¬ 
suit  did  not  satisfy,  as  being  devoid  of  that  liveliness  agreable  to  his  rest¬ 
less  spirit,  at  once  embraced  young  Widemer’s  proposition  of  entering 
into  a  co-partnership  with  him,  and  then  establishing  a  factory  on  a 
grand  scale.  They  took  into  the  partnership  with  them  Mr.  Philip 
F.  Lange,  who  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent  chemist, 
and  then  soap,  candles,  and  other  chemicals  were  manufactured  in  a 
manner  up  to  that  time  unknown  in  the  West.  Besides  Lange,  there  were 
two  other  parties  who  went  into  the  business,  Captain  J.  H.  Schrceder, 
formerly  a  merchant  from  Bremen,  Germany,  and  Clement  Dietrich, 
an  old  acquaintance  of  Gross,  like  him  a  baker  by  trade,  who  had  served 
as  foreman  in  Belser’s  bakery  on  Fifth  street,  and  since  1836  was  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  saloon  business,  first  on  Fifth  street,  between  Race  and  Elm 
streets,  and  then  on  the  north-west  corner  of  Broadway  and  Columbia 

1  (now  Second)  streets,  where  he  kept  the  '■'‘Columbus  Coffee  House” 
Captain  Schroeder  was  wealthy  from  Germany,  and  Dietrich  through 
lucky  speculations,  especially  the  purchase  of  the  large  property  on 

*  Columbia  and  Sycamore  streets,  which  he  bought  from  the  “Ohio  Life 
and  Trust  Company,”  had  acquired  a  tolerably  good  fortune. 

The  firm  thus  established,  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  on  Western 
Row  (now  Central  avenue),  north  of  Liberty  street,  then  beyond  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  the  city,  for  the  reason  that  manufacturing  establishments  of 
this  kind  were  at  the  time  prohibited  within  the  city  limits,  and  here  they 
erected  an  extensive  factory  building,  which  subsequently  was  still  more 
enlarged  by  Gross  and  Dietrich.  They  were  among  the  first  to  manu- 
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facture  star-candles  in  the  United  States,  then  just  coming  into  use,  which 
Lange,  who,  as  has  already  been  said,  was  a  practical  chemist,  introduced 
here. 

The  firm  of  the  five  partners,  however,  did  not  last  very  long,  the 
characters  not  being  suited  to  each  other.  First  Wiedemer  and  Captain 
Schroeder  left ;  the  former  going  into  a  partnership  with  Charles 
Wolff,  who  erected  a  factory  of  their  own  in  the  Deercreek  Valley  ;  f 
then  Lange  went  out  of  the  firm,  with  the  intention  of  establishing  a 
manufactory  of  Limburg  cheese  in  the  vicinity  of  Carthage,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  did  never  get  into  a  successful  operation.  Thus  Gross  and  Dietrich 
remained  the  sole  proprietors  of  the  factory  on  Western  Row. 

The  soap,  candle  and  lard-oil  works  of  Gross  &  Dietrich  early  became 
one  of  the  best-famed  in  the  West,  and  the  new  firm  soon  prospered 
beyond  a  rival.  Several  mishaps,  which  befell  them,  passed  harmless 
away,  in  vain  trying  to  check  the  progress  of  these  energetic  men.  Three 
times  their  works  burned  to  the  ground,  and  once  they  were  totally  over¬ 
flooded  by  a  break  in  the  Miami  Canal,  but  in  every  instance  they  rose 
again,  like  a  Phoenix  from  the  ashes,  more  grand  and  more  complete  than 
before.  In  short,  Gross  &  Dietrich  were  among  the  most  successful  of  ^ 
the  business-men  in  the  West.  Their  reputation  was  unquestioned  and 
their  credit  unlimited,  and,  true  to  their  German  character,  they  never 
misused  the  trust  and  confidence  placed  upon  them. 

Through  their  connection  with  the  “Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company,” 
of  which  Gross  &  Dietrich  were  heavy  stockholders  —  Mr.  Dietrich  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Vice-President  of  the  Bank — they 
ventured  into  greater  enterprises.  Their  surplus  wealth  they  invested  in 
large  landspeculations,  on  which  they  again  realized  handsome  profits. 

At  that  time  (1850)  Cincinnati  had  as  yet  none  of  its  beautiful  sub¬ 
urban  villages,  where  the  aristocracy  resided,  like  Clifton,  Avondale, 
Walnut  Hills,  Hartwell,  Wyoming,  etc.  Only  Mt.  Auburn,  which  has 
since  quite  grown  into  the  city,  bore  somewhat  the  characteristics  of  a 
fashionable  suburb,  and  its  boundaries  were  but  limited.  The  necessity 
for  such  a  village  in  the  vicinity  of  Cincinnati  was  therefore  apparent  ;  a 
retreat  to  which  the  wealthy  merchants  and  business  men  might  repair 
from  the  smoke  and  dust  of  the  city,  when  the  hours  of  their  daily  toils 
were  over  ;  there  to  enjoy  the  fresh  breeze  of  the  country,  the  sweet-  * 
scented  and  fragrant  air  of  the  balmy  lawns  and  many-colored  flower- 
gardens,  the  quiet  repose  of  evening,  night  and  morning. 

Just  then  the  “Cincinnati,  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railroad”  was  being 
built,  under  the  energetic  management  of  Mr.  Stephen  S.  L’Homme- 
dieu,  principally  by  business  men  of  Cincinnati,  and  Messrs.  Gross  and 
Dietrich  were  again  among  the  largest  stockholders  in  this  enterprise. 

In  connection  with  the  building  of  this  road  the  beautiful  village  of  Glen¬ 
dale  was  projected  in  1851.  Thirty  of  the  most  wealthy  Cincinnatians 
bought  from  Edmund  R.  Glenn  and  others,  near  the  line  of  this  road, 
about  thirteen  miles  from  Cincinnati,  a  complex  of  66c;  acres  of  land,  and 
platted  part  of  it  out  as  a  village,  to  which  they  gave  the  above  name.  The 
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thirty  shareholders,  to  which  Gross  and  Dietrich  belonged  (who  had  sub¬ 
scribed  to  one-third  of  the  capital),  laid  out  the  place  in  a  magnificent 
style.  Avenues  were  made,  running  in  beautiful  and  symmetric  curves, 
j  the  lands  were  divided  into  building-lots  of  from  one  to  twenty  acres,  the 
proprietors  selecting  those  of  their  own,  and  then  offering  the  remainder 
at  public  sale,  upon  condition,  that  purchasers  should  become  actual  resi- 
^  dents,  arrange  their  places  according  to  a  general  plan,  and  erect  thereon 
none  but  good,  substantial  private  dwellings  of  stone,  granite  or  brick. 
It  was  understood,  on  the  part  of  the  company,  that  all  receipts  above 
the  original  cost  of  the  land  and  expenses,  should  be  devoted  to  public 
improvements,  such  as  making  the  roads,  preparing  parks,  an  artificial 
lake,  etc. 

A  beautiful  lakelet  was  at  once  made,  several  fine  parks  laid  out,  and 
private  enterprise  done  the  rest,  so  that  Glendale  soon  became  one  of  the 
most  magnificent  suburb-towns  in  the  country.  The  fine  residences, 
surrounded  with  rare  trees  and  scrubbery,  velvety  lawns  and  beautiful 
flower-beds,  along  which  the  serpentine-formed  roads  and  avenues  wend 
their  ways,  convey  a  truly  picturesque  view  to  the  visitor  of  Glendale. 
Whatever  road  the  stranger  takes,  he  is  constantly  imposed  with  the 
thought  that  he  has  made  a  mistake  :  and  whatever  point  he  attains,  it 
is  certain  to  be  one  unlooked  for.  This  is  the  more  embarrassing  to  the 
the  visitor,  who  in  vain  asks  for  names  of  the  avenues  that  appear  neither 
v  upon  guide-boards  nor  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  Glendale, who  feel 
no  necessity  of  troubling  themselves  concerning  the  mazes  of  thorough¬ 
fares  with  which  time  has  made  them  perfectly  familiar.  Strangers 
paying  repeated  visits,  likewise,  soon  become  acquainted  with  the  un¬ 
raveling  of  the  most  intricate  complications.  Of  rural  beauties,  such  as 
nature  and  art  combined  were  able  to  procure,  Glendale  is  hardly  inferior 
to  any  of  the  suburbs  of  Cincinnati,  not  even  Clifton  excepted,  the  most 
magnificent  park-village  of  the  new  world. 

Gross  and  Dietrich  were  among  the  first  wTho  erected  for  themselves 
elegant  residences  and  established  their  homes  in  Glendale.  Both  men 
were  of  prominent  importance  in  the  progress  and  development  of  the 
new  village,  and  among  its  most  respected  citizens.  Each  of  them  has 
filled  the  office  of  Mayor  of  the  town,  and  they  both  are  among  the  incor 
porators  thereof.  Being  the  largest  property-owners,  they,  in  1855,  laid 
*  out  an  addition  to  the  village,  which  in  that  year  was  likewise  included 
into  the  corporation.  In  this  “Addition”  they  donated  a  large  lot  for  a 
Catholic  church,  to  the  erection  of  which  they  unquestionably  were  the 
O'  most  liberal  contributors. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  “Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railroad”  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  opened  with  appropriate  celebrations  in  1852.  The  last  rail 
was,  however,  hardly  laid  down,  when  the  energetic  engineer,  who  built 
the  road,  Mr.  Robert  M.  Shoemaker  (a  descendant  of  the  Palatine 
Colony  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  New  York,  born  411  the  town  of  German 
Flats),  proposed  a  plan  for  the  continuation  of  the  road  to  Detroit.  The 
matter,  however,  did  not  progress  as  rapidly  as  it  had  been  projected,  and 


Shoemaker  constructed  in  the  meantime  for  Cincinnati  capitalists  the 
“Kentucky  Central  Railroad”,  from  Covington  to  Lexington,  which  was 
completed  in  1854.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio  and  organized  the  “Day- 
ton  and  Michigan  R.  R.  Co.,”  for  the  purpose  of  building  the  road  to 
Toledo.  Among  its  first  and  largest  shareholders  were  Gross  and  Diet- 
rich.  A  small  portion  of  the  road  was  begun  and  a  little  grading  done,  but 
soon  the  work  had  to  be  suspended,  on  account  of  the  Company  failing  to 
bring  its  loans  into  the  market,  when  it  became  bankrupt.  At  this  stage 
of  the  progress  Gross  and  Dietrich  purchased  the  material  and  franchise 
of  the  bankrupt  Company,  engaged  Shoemaker  as  their  engineer,  and 
finished  the  road  upon  their  own  account,  a  distance  of  142  miles,  at  a 
cost  of  between  two  and  three  million  dollars.  This  was  an  undertaking 
on  the  part  of  a  single  firm  until  then  unheard  of,  and,  as  a  venture  of 
two  persons,  it  is  not  surpassed  to  the  present  day.  What  a  company  of 
capitalists  were  unable  to  complete,  these  two  Germans,  who  but  twenty - 
five  years  previous  had  immigrated  as  poor  journeymen-bakers,  brought 
to  a  successful  end,  however,  only  with  the  enormous  exertion  of  all  their 
powers.  But  the  fame  of  Gross  &  Dietrich  became  thereby  universal  in 
the  country,  and  congratulations  from  all  parts  flowed  in,  complimenting 
them  upon  their  success.  When  the  road  was  opened,  they  were  the 
most  observed  men  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Hon.  Stanley  Mathews, 
now  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  delivered  on 
that  occasion  the  dedicatory  oration,  and  it  is  said,  that  Gross  was  moved 
to  tears,  at  the  thought  of  the  immense  venture  which  they  had  so  happily 
overcome. 

“Fortune  and  glass  are  fragile  things!”  runs  a  German  proverb,  and 
so  it  went  here.  Gross  and  Dietrich,  with  the  completion  of  the  road, 
had  arrived  at  the  zenith  of  their  greatness.  Their  fame  resounded  all 
over  the  land,  and  their  credit  seemed  to  be  unbounded  and  more  durable 
than  granite.  Then  the  catastrophe  set  in,  which  with  one  stroke  dashed 
to  pieces  all  their  labors  of  a  life-time,  and  darted  them  back  to  where  they 
had  stood  before. 

It  has  been  said  that  Gross  &  Dietrich  were  among  the  heaviest 
stockholders  of  the  “Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company.”  This  institution, 
at  one  time  the  largest  banking  establishment  in  the  United  States,  had 
from  1S40  up  to  1S57  the  reputation  of  being  the  most  reliable  and  safest 
business  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  It  was  the  only  banking  institution 
that  had  survived  the  storm  of  1841,  and  had  successfully  weathered  the 
torrents  of  1845  and  1851.  This  fact  emboldened  the  managers,  and  they 
organized  a  branch  house  in  New  York  City,  which  soon  became  not 
only  the  peer  of  the  mother-bank  in  Cincinnati,  but,  as  far  as  grand  enter¬ 
prises  are  concerned,  put  to  shadow  all  precedents.  The  ventures  of  the 
New  York  house  were  truly  gigantic.  The  manager  there  gained  the 
reputation  of  being  the  shrewdest  banker  of  the  country,  and  unbounded 
confidence  was  placed  to  his  credit.  No  railroad  of  the  country  could  be 
built,  no  grand  enterprise  could  be  undertaken,  without  possessing  the 
protection  of  the  “Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Company.”  It  seems,  however. 
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that  the  New  York  manager  went  further  than  he  should  have  done. 
Reverses  came.  The  agent  artfully  knew  how  to  conceal  them.  Then 
came  some  rumors  of  misspeculations.  It  was  said  that  losses  had  been 
sustained  in  stock-jobbings  amounting  to  hundreds  of  thousand  dollars. 
The  Cincinnati  stockholders,  of  the  opinion  that  the  embarrassments 
were  but  of  a  temporary  nature,  covered  them.  The  losses  accumulated. 
Again  they  were  covered,  however  with  powerful  exertions  only,  and  the 
Directors  had  to  take  up  loans  for  that  purpose.  The  New  York  man¬ 
ager  knew  how  to  deceive  them.  He' probably  hoped  that  his  specula¬ 
tions,  which  went  down-hill,  might  yet  turn  in  his  favor.  As  this  was 
not  the  case,  the  crash  came  in  the  autumn  of  1857.  The  New  York 
house  dragged  the  Cincinnati  mother-house  down  with  it  into  the  whirl¬ 
pool  of  destruction.  Both  were  hopelessly  ruined.  The  losses  summed 
up  into  the  millions 

Gross  &  Dietrich,  who  had  built  their  everything  upon  the  bank  and 
had  mortgaged  their  road  to  save  it,  were  torn  down  with  it  into  the 
abyss.  They  sold  their  large  manufacturing  establishment  to  George 
Hatch,  afterwards  Mayor  of  Cincinnati,  and  went  to  New  York,  trying 
to  save  what  was  possible.  However,  there  was  not  much  to  be  saved. 
£  They  were  compelled  to  sell  their  large  possessions  to  cover  their  obliga¬ 
tions.  The  “Dayton  and  Michigan  Road”  went  into  the  hands  of  a  new 
Company,  which  leased  it  to  the  “Hamilton  and  Dayton,”  with  which  it, 
3  subsequently,  was  merged. 

Andrew  Gross  retained,  it  is  true,  a  part  of  his  property,  however  but 
a  very  small  part  of  it.  He  still  resided  in  Glendale  until  the  fall  of  1863, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  New  York,  where  he  had  mostly  been 
since  the  bank  crash.  Out  of  the  wreck  of  his  once  gigantic  riches,  he 
had  saved  enough  to  enable  him  to  start  another  soap  and  candle  factory 
in  Jersey  City,  which  he  continued  with  tolerable  success  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  August  19th,  1882.  Mr.  Dietrich,  his  former  partner,  still 
resides  in  Baltimore. 

Gross  was  married  in  1833  to  Miss  Veronika  Stceckle,  a  daughter 
of  the  former  innkeeper  Stoeckle,  of  Oensbach,  in  the  domain  of  Achern, 
Baden,  who  had  emigrated  with  her  parents  to  America,  settling  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati  in  1831.  From  the  marriage  have  sprung  ten  children,  of  whom 
eight  are  still  living,  two  sons  and  six  daughters:  Eugen  Andrew  and 
Charles,  who  continue  the  business  of  their  father  in  Jersey  City  ; 
Josephine,  wife  of  Francis  Darr,  now  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Emma, 
wife  of  James  Slevin  in  New  York  ;  Louise,  wife  of  E  W.  Crowther 
3  in  Cincinnati;  Mrs.  David  Mahany  in  New  York  ;  Mrs.  Wm.  A.  Con¬ 
way  in  New  Jersey;  and  one  daughter  who  is  a  Sister  in  the  Convent 
of  the  Sacred  Heart,  in  Albany,  N.  Y.  Mrs.  Gross  having  already  pre- 
ceeded  her  husband  to  the  grave  in  1852. 

In  the  foregoing  we  have  depicted  the  business-career  of  Mr.  Gross, 
and  it,  therefore,  remains  only  to  be  told,  what  part  he  has  taken  in  social 
life.  When  Gross  arrived  in  Cincinnati,  he  at  once  joined,  as  a  Roman 
Catholic,  the  German  Catholic  Congregation,  whose  pastor  at  that  time 
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was  Dr.  Frederick  Reese,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Detroit,  Mich.  When 
a  few  years  later  the  first  German  Catholic  church  was  built,  the  “Holy 
Trinity,”  Gross  was  elected  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Congregation.  As  such  he  acted  for  many  years  with  zealous  energy. 
His  activity  was  still  more  lively  engaged,  when  the  late  Archbishop 
Henni  became  pastor  of  the  Congregation.  Gross  had  the  full  confidence 
of  Dr.  Henni,  and  whenever  the  latter  had  an  enterprise  in  view,  he  would 
invariably  select  Mr.  Gross  among  those,  with  whom  he  consulted  about 
the  matter.  So  with  the  founding  of  the  “German  Catholic  Orphan 
Society,”  in  which  Gross  was  elected  as  one  of  the  first  Trustees — he  sub¬ 
sequently  served  as  President  of  the  Society — ,  the  founding  of  the  Wahr¬ 
heit  sfreund,  among  whose  active  supporters  he  must  be  counted,  etc.  The 
“St.  Caecilia  Society5’  (1839),  “German  Catholic  Cemetery  and  Al¬ 
monry  Society”  (1839),  the  “German  School  and  Reading  Society”  (1842) 
as  religious  organizations,  and  the  “German  Society”  (1836),  the  “Har¬ 
monie”  (1840)  and  the  “General  German  Reading  and  Educational  Society” 
(1845),  etc.,  secular,  count  Gross  as  one  of  their  most  ardent  co-founders 
and  supporters.  Whenever  at  that  time  a  German  enterprise  of  culture 
and  sociability  was  organized  in  Cincinnati,  Gross  could  invariably  be 
found  among  its  projectors  and  participants. 

Thus  we  have  in  Andrew  Gross  a  man  whose  life  in  every  respect 
has  left  a  powerful  echo  behind  it,  and  as  a  business  man  but  rarely  his 
peer  is  found.  When  we  travel  on  the  railroad  from  Dayton  to  Toledo, 
we  should  not  omit  to  think  of  those  two  men,  who  constructed  that  line 
out  of'  their  own  means,  and  never  forget  that  they  were  Germans,  who 
gave  truth  to  the  saying :  “Where  there  is  a  will,  there  is  a  way!” 


